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CHRISTMAS IN SHANGHAI’ 


Christmas was well celebrated in Shanghai in 1954. The highlight of the season was the 
performance of an original Chinese oratorio, The Anointed One, This was sung by a choir of 
nearly 300 in Moore Memorial Church once on Saturday and twice on Sunday, The church was 
crowded each time. The oratorio itself was written by Gershom Ma, one of the gifted musical 
sons of the former orphanage director in Nanking. One who heard it writes, ‘‘Along the same 
lines as the Messiah, it was quite original, all the words were from Scripture, and the music was 
a beautiful blend of Chinese and foreign music. There were three soloists, a tenor (the com- 
poser’s brother), a baritone and a soprano, We came away from the church rejoicing and prais- 
ing the Lord for the gifts He has given His children in this land, and for the way those who truly 
love Him and want to serve Him are carrying on their work and witness, *’ 


Another feature of the season was a carol service in the Cathedral, The Cathedral is now in 
the hands of a Chinese Sheng Kung Hui congregation, which worships there regularly, but was 
loaned to the foreign community for this carol service. Mr. Harry Gould, formerly a CIM mis- 
sionary and now continuing in Shanghai as agent for Butterfield and Swire, led the choir of 40, 

a choir including British, French, Austrian, German, Russian, Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese, 
Danes and an Armenian, One of those who attended this service writes, **What a joy it was to 
enter that grand old Cathedral again, We were happy to see how well the Cathedral is being 
cared for, the pews and all the woodwork are well polished, the pews carpeted, and as far as we 
could see, everything was in excellent order, ... There was a good spirit too between those in 
charge and ourselves, The Cathedral is well filled for its Chinese service each Sunday, and the 
pastor is a sincere man of God,"’ 


The choir for this union carol service has in the past usually been led by Mr, Vyvyan Dent, 
who was for many years organist of the Community Church, This year he was not well enough | 
to lead the choir, but he did manage to attend the service, where he heard two of his own com- . 
positions played on the organ by Miss Margaret Yuan, | 


In the Chinese churches of the city baptisms featured many of the Christmas services, Three 
churches reported a total of over a hundred who were baptized at the special Christmas service, 
and in many other churches not heard from there were also baptisms, It is reported that congre- 
gations remain large, and that there are many young people attending the worship services, 


The Endeavourers’ Church had also a full week of Christmas activities, | 


DR. MARCUS JAMES’ VISIT TO CHINA 


In the October 4, 1954 Bulletin we reported briefly on Dr. Marcus James’ visit to China, 
We have now received more detailed information in two articles by Dr, James, one in the 
Church of England Newspaper for January 7, and the other in Church Times for January 14. 
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The invitation was issued by the All-China Youth Federation, which is made up of four 
organizations, YM, YW, China Students’ Federation, and the China Youth League. No de- 
nomination in England as a whole accepted the invitation, but the following bodies decided to 


accept: Young Friends (Quakers), the lona Community of the Church of Scotland, the William i Mo 
Temple Association of Anglican Graduates, and Christian Action, Dr, James went as a repre- Wu 
sentative of Christian Action, sinc 
met 

Being an Anglican clergyman he made specially close contacts with Sheng Kung Hui bishops in a 

and pastors in the cities whichhe visited and they evidently received him very cordially. In sior 
discussing their approach to questions of nationalism and racialism he says, ‘‘Being myself a diff 
non-white person from a colonial background (I think he is a West Indian, Ed.) I had no dif- aw 
ficulty in understanding the experienve from which the Chinese spoke,’ He had opportunities Chi 
for private conversations with Chinese clergymen, in which the latter spoke very frankly, proba- side 
bly more frankly than they otherwise would have done because of his race, Although they evi- and 


dently told him all the good things about the present regime which are supposed to be passed on 
to visitors, he is able to add, ‘*Chinese Christians do not regard the regime uncritically.*’ He 


says too, ‘‘There are many foreign missionaries who are remembered today in China with grati- Chi 
tude and affection by Christian and even by Communist Chinese, thanks to their self-sacrifice Cot 
| and the extent to which they had succeeded in not only ministering to, but in identifying them- 
selves with the Chinese underprivileged.’’ DA’ 


He visited both the Yenching and the Nanking theological seminaries and has some good 
words to say about the unity of feeling and mutual tolerance among the denominations which 
make up these union seminaries, In each school the Anglicans have a chapel of their own, The 
one in Nanking was designed by Bishop T. K, Shen, and he remarks on its beauty, 


He is especially emphatic in declaring that the Sheng Kung Hui is true to the faith. Of 
course he found the same low and high church differences which one can find in England or 
America, ‘‘The Anglican latitudinarian genius is as manifest there as elsewhere, whether it be 
| Bishop Timothy Lin singing in his lovely voice the Eucharist in Peking Cathedral, or a ‘central’ 
celebration at St, Paul's, Nanking, or a ‘north-end’ administration at the Hsia Church in Hang- 
chow."’ Bishop Robin Chen was especially pleased to be able to report that a union prayer book) 
was in the press and would soon be out. This would be the first time in the history of the Sheng 
Kung Hui that all dioceses would use the same prayer book. 


I understand that ex-China Anglican missionaries in London were rather puzzled by Dr. 


James’ references to Rev, Chao Fu-san as Bishop Timothy Lin’s right-hand man, as they had acc 
never heard of him before. Rev. Chao was a Methodist from Tientsin who became YMCA ope 
secretary in Peking. Since the Communist regime came in he joined the Sheng Kung Hui and no | 
was ordained, alie 


Chinese Christians are hoping for further fellowship with the churches of the West, and are 
disappointed that the latter have not taken more steps in that direction, Dr. James was fre- Jani 
quently asked, ‘Could it be that their dislike for the Government under which we live is greater 
than their desire for Christian fellowship with us?’’ (But we have been holding aloof, thinking 


that was what they desired, Is it time now for us to change our strategy? Ed.) We! 
Arn 

INTERVIEW WITH Y. T. WU F 
on 
Joseph Hromadka of Czechoslovakia intetviewed Y. T. Wu in Europe recently (exact date the 

not given), and an account of the interview was published in the British Weekly for January 6, - of ¢ 


1955. Three questions were put, the first one being on the general nature of the three-self 
movement, There is nothing new in the answer to this question, except the statement that Tien 


Feng now has a circulation of 8,000, and the circulation is steadily increasing. a9 
| The second question was; Have there been any changes in theological approach, systematic cha 
substance and organizational structure of the Chinese churches? To this Mr. Wu answered with Hou 


; a general No, but added this paragraph of exception: ‘‘It is natural, however, that the Chinese 

| Christians should find inspiration for new insights into the meaning of the Christian gospel because 
of the new situation they are in, There are many instances of Chinese Christians digging into 

the treasures of the Gospel from a new perspective, This is a wholesome development and wh 
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it matures it will be an enrichment of the life of the Chinese Church.*’ 


) } The third question was: What is the attitude of the Chinese churches to the Ecumenical 
Movement (the World Council of Churches)? Have they any connection with it? To this Mr, 
Wu replies: ‘*The Chinese churches have been members of the World Council of Churches 
since its inauguration, We regret however... (here he lists two actions by the Toronto Council 
meeting which he calls ‘‘contrary to fact and which therefore did not help the Christian cause 
in a world of tension.**) We hope the World Council of Churches, in carrying out its social mis- 
sion, will be a medium in which international understanding is achieved among Christians in 
different countries through the frank sharing of views, This will enable the Council to become 
a true world Christian brotherhood and will be a great contribution toward world peace, The 
Chinese Christians have always stood for fellowship among Christians in all countries, We con- 
sider this fellowship the more important and urgent in the present world still threatened by war 


and split by ideologies, 


Commenting on this third answer, the editor of the British Weekly says, ‘‘In view of the 
Chinese claim to be still a part of the World Council, we repeat our earlier suggestion that the 
Council might well send a delegation to China to explore tie situation,"’ 


DAUGHTER OF THE KHANS 


This book by Liang Yen (W. W. Norton, 1955, $3.50) is one of the most interesting auto- 
biographies I have read for a long time, Liang Yen was born in 1917 in a wealthy Mongol 
family in Peking, At the age of 17, when her father refused to send her to college, she ran 
away to Shanghai, where she got a job as secretary, Her later experiences cover Hong Kong, 
Rangoon, Kunming and Chungking. She was finally an instructor of Chinese for the OSS in 
Kunming, and it was here that she met Walter Briggs, an American reporter, Later they were 
married in Hong kong, where they now live. Her adventures during the war make an amazing 
epic, and to this reviewer, whose travels crisscrossed hers a number of times during those years, 
it all seems quite credible, There is practically nothing here about missionaries and the church, 
trough what there is is respectful - and rather distant, But any who knocked about China during 

) sg years will find many familiar scenes in this book, Read it - for fun, 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


New alien registration regulations have been announced recently in Kwangtung Province, 
according to Religious News Service, foreshadowing a stricter control of all missionaries still 
operating there. This of course would refer only to Roman Catholic missionaries, as there are 
no Protestant missionaries in China except those that are in prison or under house arrest. AH 
aliens had to register under the new regulations before the end of January, 1955. 


Two Roman Catholic priests and one lay brother were expelled from Communist China during 
January, Father Julian Saez, a Spanish priest, died of a heart attack in Shanghai last August. 


Food parcels are being distributed in Hong Kong by War Relief Services - National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, CARE, the Luther World Federation, Assemblies of God and the Salvation 
Army. Recently Communist propaganda has tried to discredit this program by reporting cases 
of poisoning from eating the food, and of resale on the Hong Kong market. Missionaries in 
Hong Kong deny the first charge outright; as to the second, they recognize that in some cases 
the recipients themselves would reseli more expensive foods such as butter in order to buy more 
of cheaper foods such as rice. 


A copy of the 1954 Prayer for China has just reached us, This is a 16-page pamphlet of 
prayers and suggestions for prayer on behalf of the church in China, primarily the Sheng Kung 
Hui, since this was put out by Anglican missionaries, It is sold for six pence, and can be pur- 
chased from The Secretary, East Asia Council, Church Assembly, Overseas Council, Church 
House, Dean's Yard, Westminster, S.W.1, England, 


CHURCH NEWS 
( The Cantonese Church in Shanghai reported eighteen baptized at Christmas, with a total of 
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